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The Arts Can Also Be a Team Sport

With all the excitement and hype for the upcoming Olympics, it is hard not to get
caught up in the competitive fever, at least slightly. The news stories on the
venues being completed, and the $800 tickets for some of the events, are really
starting to make the games feel more real than ever. There are also the related
provincial and municipal initiatives promoting active communities. All of this
leaves me wondering if people realize just how competitive and team oriented the
arts are as well.

In theatre, you may have students performing in the orchestra pit, stage
managing, or acting which instills the need to work as a cohesive unit. In music
you may have students entering scholarship competitions, solo competitions or
taking university entrance auditions that teaches not everyone can come in first.
In the visual arts you may have students working for months with a pottery wheel,
a camera or a paint brush in preparation for a single show that teaches the need
for planning, dedication and follow-through.

We all know violin players will never throw down their bows in the middle of an
orchestra concert and start fighting because their stand partner was not there for
a handed-off melodic line. Neither will visual artists begin earning multi-million
dollar endorsements for integrating corporate logos into their artwork; either will
brightly coloured flags be thrown energetically by judges at a ballet performance
because of interference with a dancer’s step.

The arts provide a wide variety of opportunities for competition and team building.
We too instill hard work, communication and dedication and we too contribute to
the spirit and vitality of our cities, provinces and nation. Even though the arts can
also be a team sport, perhaps artists and arts organizations need to start injecting
some more excitement into what they do to get people’s attention — or maybe that
is what we have always done and the rest of us just need a little reminder every
once in a while.

Shaun Taylor
Principal
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Faculty Conversation

Music Theory, Music History

Are you a native of Canada?

| was actually born in Germany while my father was stationed there as a member of the
Canadian Forces. We moved to Canada briefly when | was very young, returned to
Germany for three years then back to Canada to stay when | was in elementary school.
Interestingly enough, being exposed to German, French and English during our time in
Germany has left me with a keen interest in languages which has encouraged me in my
chosen career.

What was your first instrument?
My first instrument was voice, and | have not stopped singing since | was a baby. | also started taking private piano
lessons when | was 5 years old.

Were there any musicians that inspired you when you were younger?

Definitely my father inspired me as he was always singing in the car. There was always singing whether we were on
road trips or just driving around town. Next to Dad, | would say my teachers in my teen years, especially in the music
program at high school and my private music teachers were always encouraging me to explore all styles of music and to
share my gift for music with everyone.

Describe your formal musical training?

| had a wide variety of piano teachers, from a European concert pianist to local private teachers. As soon as |
started attending the provincial music festival, | really became interested in studying further. | went on to receive my
Associate with the Royal Conservatory of Music (ARTC) Teachers Diploma in Singing while studying with a voice
teacher in White Rock, and my Performers Diploma in Singing while working with a vocal coach at the Vancouver
Academy of Music. All of my music theory and history studies were with a private music teacher in Chilliwack. Later on,
| attended the University of Calgary for three summers and obtained my Kodaly Diploma which has really helped
strengthen my sight reading and music analysis abilities. Also, just for personal fun, | studied jazz piano for several
years in Vancouver.

What CDs or radio stations do you listen to in the car or at home?

I mainly listen to radio news reports and traffic stations. Since | also drive around with my husband, | often end up
listening to everything from Barbara Streisand and Placido Domingo to George Benson and Creedance Clearwater
Revival.

Do you have anything in general you would like to s ay about music lessons or the Academy?

As student musicians advance and get older they realize just how much theoretical knowledge of music impacts their
enjoyment of music and their playing regardless of the style of music they are interested in. Everything | do is for the
kids, which is why | am so involved in the Lions Music Festival and have been a board member of the Arts Council. | am
always available to students that need help or have questions.

Faculty Artist Series 2008 / 09

Saturday, February 14™ at 7:30 pm Saturday, April 4" at 7:30 pm
Romantic Oboe Concert Brassy Tunes from Jazz to Classical
Alexander Maier, Margaret Smiley Niki Taylor, trumpet
and Janine Webster Barry Eggen, trombone
Cara Birkholz, piano Cara Birkholz, piano

All concerts at St. Thomas Anglican Church
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Student, Student Alumni and Faculty News

We must, unfortunately, say goodbye to Sonja Fast (violin faculty member) who has been given the honour of
taking over the Pacific Mennonite Children’s Choir for the next six months.

The Academy is pleased to welcome Nilan Ritter as our newest faculty member. Nilan offers instruction in all
styles of guitar music, with a particular love for rock, jazz, blues and country.

Caroline Davies (alumni voice) and Nabil Fadai (alumni piano) performed O Canada and God Save the
Queen at the December 1, 2008 Inauguration Ceremony for the Chilliwack Mayor, Chilliwack Council and
Cultus Lake Parks Board.

Devon Ganss and Cameron Kenis (trumpet studio of Niki Taylor) along with Erica Gibson (alumni trumpet)
performed Christmas carols in downtown Chilliwack on December 23 as part of the Downtown Business
Improvement Association’s “Santa in Downtown.”

Rod Swanson (guitar faculty member) was heard performing outside Cob’s Bakery at Cottonwood Mall on
several occasions in December.

The studio of Lisa Scyner (voice faculty) brought some Christmas cheer in December to the residents of The
Waverly.

Claire McGladrey (studio of Paula Quick) was a featured soloist in the Abbotsford Concert Band's 2008
Christmas concert.

Upcoming Events 2009

FEBRUARY
14 Faculty Artist Series 7:30 pm  St. Thomas Church Sanctuary $12 General, $10 Seniors
- Alex Maier, Margaret Smiley All Students Free

and Janine Webster; oboes
- Cara Birkholz, piano

MARCH
16-20 Spring Break — Office Closed

APRIL

01 Scholarship application deadline 4:30 pm

01 Bursary application deadline 4:30 pm

04 Faculty Artist Series featuring 7:30 pm St Thomas Church Sanctuary  $12 General, $10 Seniors
- Niki Taylor, trumpet All Students free

- Barry Eggen, trombone

- Cara Birkholz, piano
10 Good Friday Observed — Office Closed
13 Easter Monday — Office Closed

MAY

01 Honours Recital application deadline 4:30 pm

02 Academy Scholarship Competitions Chilliwack Academy of Music

02 Chilliwack Festival Chorus 7:30 pm  St. Thomas Church Sanctuary $12 General, $10 Seniors
Spring Concert All Students free

03 Chilliwack Festival Chorus 2:30 pm  St. Thomas Church Sanctuary $12 General, $10 Seniors
Spring Concert All Students free

09 Academy Scholarship Competitions Chilliwack Academy of Music

18 Victoria Day — Office Closed

23 Student Honours Recital 2:00 pm  St. Thomas Church Sanctuary Free and open to the public

JUNE

1-30 Fall pre-registration for returning students and Summer registration for all students
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Board Historian, Hilda Martens and Trustee, Lorna MacLaren
are working on a comprehensive history of the Academy
in preparation for saying goodbye to our current facility and
our upcoming move into the Chilliwack Cultural Centre.
They are looking for photos, memories and stories that can be
submitted to the Academy, by email if possible,
to principal@chwkacademyofmusic.org. Thank you!

The Chilliwack Academy of Music
gratefully acknowledges the support received from the following:

Baker Newby Lawyers LLP
Barton Insurance Brokers
Chilliwack Lions Club
Chilliwack Progress
Chilliwack Rotary Club
Chilliwack School District #33
Chilliwack Society for Community Living
City of Chilliwack

Down 2 Earth Land & Lawn
Empyrion Technologies
Pacific Eye Doctors
Soprema Inc.

St. Thomas Anglican Church

Technical Designs and Development Inc.

UFV Theatre Department
Wendy Atkinson & Company

Anonymous

Allen and Elizabeth Brandt

Norman and Lorna MacLaren

Dr. John and Mrs. Agatha Wilford

Dr. Andrew and Mrs. Marysia Zaleski

Clara Cartmell
Sam and Elizabeth Dunbar

Rita Boake

Bart and Nini Bolwyn
Margaret Crabtree
Marilyn Fane

Susan Flynn

The Glover Family
Audrey Greig

Rolf and Shirley Hundvik
Susanne Kope

John and Rosemary Lee
Dr. Ron and Mrs. Mary Macleod
Douglas May

Peter and Hilda Martens
Rae McCombs and Lillian Martin
Trish Mitchell

lain and Barbara Murray
Owen Nelmes

Rick and Marg Paulding
Jim and Lona Peacock
Marian Peterson

Joan Suitcliffe

Shaun and Niki Taylor
Bill and Coralea Towler
Robert Turner

Gwyneth Wakely

Lucy E. Williams
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For more information about the
CHILLIWACK ACADEMY OF Music
Or to become a Friend of the Academy
Please call our office at 604 792-0790
Or visit our website at www.chwkacademyofmusic.org
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