
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Principal’s Message 
 
It’s a New Year – And What a Year! 
 
This is it . . . the year that we have been waiting for and 
talking about for a long time!  While the rest of the world 
has been anticipating the Vancouver Olympics, Academy 
supporters have had something more to look forward to.   
 
If you have driven down Corbould St, you will have noticed that the Cultural 
Centre is looking quite complete.  On the inside, the registration area has taken 
shape, washroom fixtures are installed, doors are hung, floors are installed—
even paint is being applied in some areas.  It won’t be long until the big move is 
upon us in July, and then Academy students will have to plan a new route to the 
Cultural Centre for their lessons. 
 
Many of you are familiar with 89.5 The Hawk and its very generous support of the 
Academy in the form of funding for new programs.  This year, 25 students from the 
five downtown elementary schools have joined a performance choir led by our 
own Lisa Scyner.  The group is called ―Tayosei‖ which is Japanese for ―diversity‖ 
or the joining together of many into one.  They performed at a couple of Christmas 
events in December and now are looking forward to competing in the Chilliwack 
Lion’s Club Music and Dance Festival this month.  The group exists to provide 
professional music training to those who cannot afford it, and is funded entirely by 
89.5 The Hawk.  I am also pleased to announce that through The Hawk’s funding 
we will be offering $6,000 in scholarships for students who are entering their first 
or second year of an accredited post-secondary music program, as well as an 
additional $4,600 in bursaries to Academy families demonstrating financial need. 
 
There are many other scholarships and bursaries available through the Academy, 
including the Joanne Stoutjesdyk scholarship which benefits a student who 
intends on pursuing a career as a music educator through enrolment in an 
accredited post-secondary music program.  Scholarships of $75 and $150 are 
available to the top student in each instrumental discipline through participation in 
the Scholarship Competition which will take play on May 8 and 15.  Applications 
for all of these awards, including needs-based bursaries, are available online.  You 
can discuss eligibility with your teacher. 
 
I have barely scratched the surface of all the special programs that go on at the 
Academy.  Students can look forward to even more opportunities as we move into 
our new home and explore the new possibilities that seem to turn up each week.  
It is an exciting time to live in Chilliwack, and to be a part of the Academy of Music. 
 
Graham Yates 
Principal 
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Society Mission Statement: 
 

The Chilliwack Academy of Music aims to provide high quality music instruction, foster  

interest and participation in music, and increase musical opportunities in the community. 
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Faculty Conversation with Lisa Scyner 
 

 

Voice, Piano 
 
Currently I am a voice instructor at CAM, accompanist for Festival Chorus, director of 
Tayosei (a performance choir for downtown elementary students), music director at 
Carman United, and I have just finished Willy Wonka with CSOPA as Music Director.  In 
my spare time (…) I work at a CNC machine shop, which has been kind of handy when 
my Jeep needs a little work! 
 
Are you a native of Canada? 
Yes. I was born and raised in Vancouver and at the age of 10, my family moved to 
Coquitlam. My husband Philip & I moved around a few more times, working our way 
further into the Fraser Valley.  Chilliwack has been home now for 15 years. 

 
What drew you to the piano and voice? 

Growing up in Coquitlam I studied Royal Conservatory piano, was part of a song & dance troupe in elementary 
years and sang in our church children’s choir and adult choir in my teens.  Our music director was great!  Their 
whole family was very involved in the music and had a big influence on me.  We formed a trio and sang all styles, 
our favourite being jazz. 
 
Please describe your formal training. 

As I mentioned, I did Royal Conservatory piano. For voice, I received Diplomas (and two scholarships) in Voice 
and Piano from Douglas College where I studied with Leslie Allison, Ruth Suzuki, and Tasuo Hoshina in voice 
and with Ellen Silverman in piano. When I moved to Chilliwack in 1996, I studied with Caroline Harder for 3 years 
and with Paula Quick for 3 years. I completed a Diploma in Voice Performance and received a travel & study 
scholarship from Conservatory Canada for having achieved top marks in Canada.  
 
Were there any musicians that inspired you when you were younger? 

My parents listened to the music of Benny Goodman and Dean Martin and I remember I loved listening to ―Sing, 
Sing, Sing.‖ Even though my parents did not listen to classical music too often, we usually had music playing. 
Family friends from our church were also a big influence for me with piano and voice.  
 
What CDs would I find in your car or home stereo at the moment? 

My car & home radio is always tuned to CBC Radio 1 or 2 depending on which one is coming in clearer. Of 
course, my iPod has a huge variety of music but right now I’m listening to XTC, Freezepop, Foo Fighters, Beverly 
Sills and Bach’s cantata 95. 
 
Do you have anything special you would like to say to any of your students reading this or to anyone 
thinking about studying with you? 

It is never too late to start music lessons! Music is a gift you will have to enjoy and share with others for the rest of 
your life. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Faculty Artist Series 2009-10 
 

April 18
th

 at 2:30 p.m. 
 

Lisa Scyner, soprano 
Rod Swanson, guitar 

Alex Maier, saxophone 
Cara Birkholz, piano 

- - - - 
St. Thomas Anglican Church 

 
Tickets $12 General, $10 Seniors, Students Free 

 

 

LL iissaa  SS ccyynneerr  

Festival Chorus Spring Concert 
 

ñPoetry in Musicò 
 

Saturday, May 1, at 7:30 p.m. 
Sunday, May 2, at 2:30 p.m. 

 
Carman United Church 

7258 Vedder Road 
 

Tickets $12 General, $10 Seniors, Students Free 
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Student, Student Alumni and Faculty News 
 

Caroline Davies, alumni of the Academy and former student of Paula Quick, was the recipient of the Silver Medal 
for Grade 9 Voice in British Columbia for the 2008-09 academic year.  She also took first place at the Provincial 
Music Festival for vocal variety and runner up for musical theatre. 
 

On February 18th, a new six-week ElderCollege course, Bach, Past and Present, will be conducted at the 
UFV Chilliwack campus, by Graham Yates, Academy Principal.  ElderCollege provides affordable non-
credit courses to people 50+ years of age through a partnership with University of the Fraser Valley.  
Please visit their website at www.ufv.ca/eldercollege    
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
The Chilliwack Home Show took place January 29, 30 & 31.  Check out the pictures below to see our 
booth and the volunteers that represented the Academy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

March 
Feb 5- Mar 27  Chilliwack Lions Club Music Festival  
8-12    Spring Break ï Office Closed 
 
April 
1 Scholarships application deadline 4:30 pm 
1 Bursary application deadline 4:30 pm  
2 Good Friday Observed ï Office Closed 
5 Easter Monday ï Office Closed 
18 Faculty Artist Series featuring:  2:30 pm St Thomas Church Sanctuary $12/$10 Seniors/Students free 

¶ Lisa Scyner, soprano 

¶ Rod Swanson, guitar 

¶ Alex Maier, saxophone 

¶ Cara Birkholz, piano 

As a former Chilliwack resident, April Miton of Luxury Beach offers to find you the perfect 
location for your Puerto Vallarta vacation.  When you reserve any of the condos or villas in their 
rental program, she will make a donation of 5% cash back to the Chilliwack Academy of Music.  
Please e-mail her for more details april@luxurybeach.com  

  

  

 

Faculty Members: 

¶ Rod Swanson, guitar 

¶ Ivan Vazquez, cello 
Academy Student: 
Rick den Braber 

Academy Board Members: 

¶ Lorna MacLaren 

¶ Kevin Gemmell 

 

http://www.ufv.ca/eldercollege
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May 
1 Chilliwack Festival Chorus  7:30 pm Carman United Church  $12/$10 Seniors/Students free 
2 Chilliwack Festival Chorus  2:30 pm Carman United Church $12/$10 Seniors/Students free 
3 Honours Recital application deadline 4:30 pm 
8 Academy Scholarship Competitions  Chilliwack Academy of Music 
15 Academy Scholarship Competitions  Chilliwack Academy of Music 
24 Victoria Day ï Office Closed   
29 Student Honours Recital 2:00 pm St. Thomas Church Sanctuary Free and open to the public 
 
June 
1 Early Registration begins for returning students and students in summer programs. 
 
July 
1 Canada Day ï Office Closed 
2 Moving Day ï Office Closed 
5 The Academy reopens in its new location in the Chilliwack Cultural Centre! 
5 Early Registration begins for new students, and any current students that have not already registered in June. 
5 Summer Programs begin. 
 
 

The Chilliwack Academy of Music 
gratefully acknowledges the support received from the following: 

 

Local Businesses and 
Organizations  
Baker Newby Lawyers LLP 
Barton Insurance Brokers 
Chilliwack Progress 
Chilliwack School District 
City of Chilliwack 
Down 2 Earth Land & Lawn 
Empyrion Technologies  
Pacific Eye Doctors 
Promontory Heights Elementary 
Rotary Club of Chilliwack  
Soprema Inc.  
St. Thomas Anglican Church 
UFV Department of Theatre  
Wendy Atkinson & Company 
 

Benefactors 
Anonymous 
Norman and Lorna MacLaren  
Betty Meagher 
Dr. John and Mrs. Agatha Wilford 
Dr. Andrew and Mrs. Marysia Zaleski 

Advocates 
Dr. Ron and Mrs. Mary Macleod  
Iain and Barbara Murray 
 

Patrons 
Rita Boake 
Bart and Nini Bolwyn 
Allen and Elizabeth Brandt 
Margaret Crabtree 
Eileen Evans 
Jean Fadai 
Marilyn Fane 
Susan Flynn 
The Glover Family 
Ian and Audrey Greig 
Rolf and Shirley Hundvik 
Hans and Caron Larsen 
Peter and Hilda Martens 
Douglas May  
Owen Nelmes 
Rick and Marg Paulding 
Lona and Jim Peacock 
 

Patrons (continued) 

Marian Peterson 
Paula Quick 
Joan Sutcliffe 
Bill and Coralea Towler 
Robert Turner 
Mary Van Horne (In Memoriam) 
 

Friends 
Margaret Houston 
Reta Mackay 
Lucy E. Williams

 

For more information about the 
CHILLIWACK ACADEMY OF MUSIC, or to become a Friend of the Academy 

Please call our office at 604 792-0790, or visit our website at www.chwkacademyofmusic.org    

 

 

 

 

http://www.chwkacademyofmusic.org/

